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ISRAEL’S 100 MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE
#5 - THE SOCIAL LOBBY

Tali Heruti-Sover
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Translation: THE SOCIAL LOBBY: They conduct research, formulate
position papers, fight for transparancy and have the ear of members of
Knesset — the civil society organizations sometimes have a greater impact
on the pubic discourse than the elected officials.
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Translation: From the perspective of social gaps, Sikkuy - for advancing civic equality,
managed by Ron Gerlitz, stands out for its influence by working, according to its own
platform, “to advance equality in every field and level between the Arab Palestinian and
Jewish citizens in Israel.”

This association had an important role in the “120 days” forum established by the
Ministry of Finance and the Planning Administration to formulate a new plan to deal
with housing in the Arab sector. In the last year Sikkuy became one of the leading
voices in the field of Jewish-Arab relations, because of the deep knowledge of the Arab
sector its activists have, because of it's willingness to use all tactics in order to achieve
its goal including appeals to the Supreme Court, and because of its close relations with
the head of the Joint List, MK Ayman Odeh, who was once a senior Sikkuy staffer.
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